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What an incredible year for Helping Hands!
Lending a Helping Hand to our
Long Island Communities

Our foundation has reached new heights, all thanks
to your support and belief in our goals. With our most
recent V.I.P. Fundraiser, we raised over

$196,000 to help support our annual drives,
our grant program, and the newly renamed
Vivian & Tony Gentile Scholarship Program

That brings our total for all the
V.I.P. events to over $463,000!!
In this year’s newsletter, we’re excited to review all
the milestones our Helping Hands Foundation has
reached and share our plans for the future.
We’ve made new friends like Heather and Kathy from
Splashes of Hope, strengthened our relationship with
JDRF, and have completely surpassed our annual
goals due to the kindness and generosity from our
supporters at our annual Friends and Family V.I.P.
Event.
We cannot thank our supporters, our team, and our
family enough for being the driving force behind our
Helping Hands Foundation—thank you for believing
in our vision—thank you for lending us a helping
hand.

Tony and Vivian Gentile
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On Behalf of the Family of Tony Gentile
For those of you who know me, or know anyone in my family, you know that we never call what
we do “work.” We are so very fortunate to be able to do something we love every day, with the
added bonus of working with family. Adventureland is my home away from home, where I get to
be with my children, my brother, brother-in-law, cousins, and with the loyal people that are supposed to be called employees, but I can’t help but call them members of my “Adventureland Family”—it’s the gift from my dad that he gives to me each and every day.
The legacy of Tony is everlasting at Adventureland—he’s honored in every child’s smile the first
time they ride a rollercoaster, in every parent’s laughter as they watch their child on the bumper
cars, and in every family photo taken and hung on the fridge as a reminder of a warm summer
day at our park. The joy people feel when they visit Adventureland is how my dad’s life is
celebrated and how his memory is preserved at our amusement park.
Since we received the green light from my mom, Vivian, to create Adventureland’s Helping
Hands Foundation in honor of my dad, our goal has been to give back to the community that has
given so much to us throughout the years. The response from you, our supporters, has been overwhelming. To think that our Tony Gentile Memorial Scholarship Program has awarded over
$128,500 in tuition assistance to date is amazing and only possible because of your belief in our
mission.
My mom has been instrumental to the success of Adventureland’s Helping Hands—her support
and dedication means so much to so many. I’m thrilled to announce that the Tony Gentile Memorial Scholarship Program will now be known as the Vivian & Tony Scholarship Program. Both
my parents were champions for the education of their children and grandchildren and we are
honored to preserve the legacy they created together.
Our 3rd annual V.I.P. Event held this past September helped us to reach another incredible milestone; to date, our V.I.P. Events have raised over $463,000! The success of our V.I.P. event allows
us to contribute to the Long Island Community in new ways. The Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation has long been a part of our world—both through Adventureland and through my
family when my nephew and Godson, Paul, was diagnosed ten years ago. We’re excited to share
with you that Adventureland’s Helping Hands has made a pledge of $50,000 to the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation to assist them in their mission to provide services to families
affected by Type 1 Diabetes and to ultimately find a cure.
In 2020, Adventureland’s Helping Hands Foundation will of course continue our annual toy
drive, food drive, coat drive, and school supply drive. We will also continue to bolster our grant
program to reach more non-profits and help them achieve their goals.
Thank you for helping my parents’ legacy spread across Long Island. Thank you for making
Adventureland a part of your lives, and thank you for allowing Adventureland’s
Helping Hands Foundation to be there for our friends and neighbors who need us most.
We are so thrilled to share with you all we have accomplished and our plans for 2020!
Best Wishes and Goooood Luck Everyone,
Steven Gentile
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Helping Hands Annual Toy Drive
Our annual Toy Drive was another amazing
success! We collected thousands of toys over
four days at Adventureland and donated those
toys to the children of Stony Brook
Children’s Hospital, the Ronald McDonald
House of Long Island, and to Birthday
Wishes of Hicksville.
The first collection was held during
Adventureland’s opening weekend, March 23rd
and 24th. When guests donated a toy, they
were able to get one Free POP band for
unlimited rides when they bought one at full
price!
Our last two collections were held on Mother’s
Day and Father’s Day. When Mom donated a
toy on Mother’s Day and when Dad donated a
toy on Father’s Day they received one Free POP
to use that day!
Stony Brook Children’s Hospital gives toys to
all the newly admitted children and their siblings, so they are in need of toys throughout the
year. Similarly, the Ronald McDonald House of
Long Island gives toys to all the children in
their house in New Hyde Park. We are proud to
continue our support for these organizations!
We began a new partnership with Birthday
Wishes of Long Island this year. Birthday
Wishes hosts birthday parties for children on
Long Island living in shelters. They host
monthly parties in 81 shelters annually, which
means they give out over 7,000 toys a year! We
are so excited to partner with an organization
that does so much for so many!
As always, you can support our toy drive by making a monetary donation on our
website, www.HelpingHandsLI.org.
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The Tony Gentile Memorial Scholarship Fund
Awards over $41,000 to 17 Long Island Students
2019 Tony Gentile Memorial Scholarship Recipients
Anna Golisz: Graduate of Sachem North High School, attending Hofstra University
Tyler Asadurian: Graduate of Wantagh High School, attending Molloy College
Lucia Berry: Graduate of St. John the Baptist Diocesan High School, attending Adelphi University
Krisia Romano: Graduate of Hicksville High School, attending Stony Brook University
Dimitri Arresto: Graduate of Bellport Senior High School, attending Farmingdale State College
Aidan Donnelly: Graduate of Centereach High School, attending Stony Brook University
Julianna Asaro: Graduate of Shoreham-Wading River High School, attending Molloy College
Victoria Voboril: Graduate of Division Avenue High School, attending SUNY Old Westbury
Senya Huda: Graduate of Sanford H. Calhoun High School, attending Hofstra University
Luca Marra: Graduate of North Shore High School, attending Hofstra University

To honor the dedication of both
Tony and Vivian Gentile to
education, the scholarship
program has been
renamed to the
Vivian & Tony Gentile
Scholarship Program.

Ten High School Seniors were recognized as the $2,500 recipients of the
2019 Tony Gentile Memorial Scholarship this past summer.

2019 Adventureland Tony Gentile Memorial Scholarship Recipients
Stephanie Parana: Member of the Adventureland Family since 2018, attends Suffolk Community College
Kevin Lindner: Member of the Adventureland Family since 2019, attends Farmingdale State College
Eileen Quintanilla-Pineda: Member of the Adventureland Family since 2018, attends SUNY Old Westbury
Alexa Langan: Member of the Adventureland Family since 2018, attends Suffolk Community College
Jaclyn Mazza: Member of the Adventureland Family since 2017, attends St. Joseph’s College

Five Adventureland Employees were selected to each receive a $2,500 scholarship from the
Tony Gentile Memorial Scholarship Fund. These employees exemplified the ideals and values of
Tony Gentile while already supporting the legacy he started at Adventureland.
We wish them luck as they continue their studies and know they will make us proud!
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Sachem Dental Group Endowment
2019 Scholarship Recipient
In the spring of 2017, Sachem Dental Group awarded the Tony Gentile Memorial Scholarship Fund a
$50,000 endowment. This very generous contribution ensures that the Tony Gentile Scholarship lives
on in perpetuity to assist future generations of Long Island students in their pursuit of higher
education.
This past summer, the endowment enabled us to award a $2,500 scholarship to a High School Senior
that would be attending a college or university on Long Island in the Fall of 2019 as a fulltime
student studying in the fields of biology, chemistry, Pre-Med/Pre-Dental, or another medical
profession.
We are pleased to announce that Michael Cagigas
is the 2019 recipient of the Sachem Dental Group
Tony Gentile Endowment Scholarship.
Michael is a graduate of Lindenhurst Senior High
School, and is attending Farmingdale State
University to pursue a degree in Nursing.
We thank our friends at the
Sachem Dental Group
for believing in our mission to help
Long Island and thank you for wanting to be
a bigger part of our Adventureland Family!
Paul Gentile, Michael Cagigas, Dr. Anthony Gentile, Steven Gentile

William Floyd School District’s
2019 Dollars for Scholars Recipient
The Dollars for Scholars Program was created by
Tangier Smith Elementary School teacher,
Karla Elarde. The students hold an annual
fundraiser in which the proceeds are matched by
Adventureland’s Helping Hands Foundation to
create a scholarship for a graduating High
School Senior.
This year, a scholarship for $1,400 was awarded
to Keith Winfrey. This will help Keith as he
pursues a degree from Stony Brook University.
Keith’s award was accepted by Karla Elarde.
Paul Gentile, Karla Elarde, Steven Gentile

Applications for the
2020 Vivian & Tony Gentile Scholarship and
Sachem Dental Group Endowment
are available at HelpingHandsLI.org
Adventureland’s Helping Hands Foundation
2245 Broadhollow Road
Farmingdale, NY 11735
www.HelpingHandsLI.org
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August School Supply Drive
Supplies from our 2019 School Supply Drive were donated to the
American Legion of Elmont, on behalf of Garden City Marine Base
Families.
School supplies were collected At Adventureland on August 16th,
National Roller Coaster Day!
Donors received a free ride on the Turbulence Roller Coaster or the
Rattlesnake Roller Coaster!

Thank you for helping local students start the year off with all the
supplies they need to be successful students!

A special thanks to our
friends at
Connoisseur Media,
News12,
and Newsday
for helping to publicize
our school supply drive!

Did you know?

Every year on
August 16th, National Roller Coaster Day,
you get a free ride on the
Turbulence Roller Coaster or the Rattlesnake Roller Coaster
when you make a donation of school supplies.

Adventureland’s Helping Hands Foundation
2245 Broadhollow Road
Farmingdale, NY 11735
www.HelpingHandsLI.org

Schools, PTAs, non-profit
organizations can apply
to receive the school supplies collected from our
drive!
Email
Caitlin@HelpingHandsLI.org
for more information.
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Thanksgiving Food Drive
This past fall we hosted our 4th Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive at Adventureland.
We donated 100 turkeys and 100 Thanksgiving bags with all the
trimmings to help make sure the Town of Babylon residents in need have a great holiday!

Nearly 6% of
Town of Babylon
residents live
below the
poverty line.
The Town of
Babylon Pantry
is open
year-round to
all residents
in need.
We donated over 1,200 pounds of food to Island Harvest—enough to provide 1,000 meals
to Long Islanders in need!!
In addition to the nonperishable food, we donated

Over $5,700 to Island Harvest’s Bethpage Turkey Drive

Island Harvest serves over 300,000 Nassau and Suffolk County residents in need.
Millions of meals are distributed to adults, children, seniors, families and veterans each year.
•
•

Thank you to our friends at Connoisseur Media & Duck Donuts for helping us collect donations during
Pumpkin Park!
Thank you to Moe’s Southwest Grill for providing Moe’s Bucks to donors!

Your support means so much—together, we can help Long Island reach its potential!

Adventureland’s Helping Hands Foundation
2245 Broadhollow Road
Farmingdale, NY 11735
www.HelpingHandsLI.org
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Annual V.I.P. Night Family & Friends Event
Raised Over 196,000!
WOW! Words cannot express how incredibly grateful we are to our dedicated supporters,
sponsors, family, and friends that attended our annual event or celebrated with us in
spirit.

You helped us raise over $196,000
for the people in need on Long Island!!
That’s over $463,000 to date!
Due to the huge success of this event, we can continue to grow our scholarship program
and grant program, making more funds available for the students and local charities that
are in need of support. We can purchase more toys, school supplies, food, and coats to
support the local community, and explore new ways to help support our neighbors.

The next V.I.P. Night Fundraiser
will be held on

Friday, September 11, 2020.
LIMITED TICKET PACKAGES AVAILABLE
V.I.P. Access for 30 V.I.P. Guests………$2,500
Individual Access……….$125pp

Access includes unlimited rides, food, and fun!

*Perfect Family Friendly Event for Clients, Patients, & Employees*
Live music, raffles, games, and more—all proceeds benefit
The Helping Hands Foundation!
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
Please email Caitlin@HelpingHandsLI.org for more information

Reserve your access now!
Register with the back cover of the newsletter
or by visiting www.HelpingHandsLI.org.

9

10

V.I.P. NIGHT FUN
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Helping Hands Pledges $50,000 to the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
Adventureland’s Helping Hands Foundation and Adventureland have
long been supporters of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
(JDRF). Through research and education, JDRF offers support to
families of the newly diagnosed, information on the latest technology
available to those living with Type 1 Diabetes (T1D), and services for
people with T1D.
Through monetary donations and in kind donations like bottled water
for walk events, POP bracelet donations, and in-park advertising, our
friendship and commitment to ending Type 1 Diabetes has grown
significantly over the past 10 years.
We’re honored and excited to announce that this year,
The Helping Hands Foundation has committed to a $50,000 pledge to
JDRF Walks, through Team Paul. Team Paul walks for the Long Island
Chapter of JDRF in honor of Paul Gentile, who was diagnosed with
Type 1Diabetes when he was almost five years old.
We are confident that our continued support of the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation will help advance the mission of this amazing
organization.

Splashes of Hope
Splashes of Hope is a wonderful and inspiring
organization whose goal is to bring color, joy, and
happiness to the walls of pediatric hospitals, VA
facilities, special needs homes, and more through
custom murals. Heather Bungee and her talented
team of artists work with medical professionals,
patients, facility staff, and art therapists to create
these huge works of art that not only are beautiful,
but include elements for clients’ therapeutic distraction.

Helping Hands was honored to sponsor two of these
murals this year; one that will be placed in Cohen’s
Children’s Hospital and one that will be placed in
the Pediatric Physical Therapy Center in Commack.
We look forward to continuing our support of and
friendship with Splashes of Hope!

Heather and her team joined us at our V.I.P. Fundraiser to give
our donors an up close and personal look at the murals!
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National Book Lover’s Day
On August 9th we hosted our first ever National Book Lover’s Day event at
Adventureland alongside The Book Fairies!
Our goal for this event was to collect new and gently used
books to donate to The Book Fairies. The Book Fairies
takes the donated books and gives them to students in
need all throughout Long Island and the New York Metro
area by stocking classroom libraries and organizing free
book fairs in schools.
Guests that brought in a donation of books after 5pm
saved $10 off an Adventureland POP band.
In addition to having the Book Fairies at Adventureland
to collect the books and spread their message, we also had
children’s author Lysa Mullady host a reading of her
three books!
We are so excited to announce that we collected
over 500 books in just 5 hours!
We look forward to hosting the
National Book Lover’s Day Book Drive
every summer!

The Helping Hands Foundation also donated much
needed storage space to The Book Fairies!
This helps them get organized while donating hundreds
of thousands of books to schools and students in need
every month!

St. Dominic High School
Adventureland’s Helping Hands Foundation is excited to announce its new relationship with
St. Dominic High School in Oyster Bay. As the oldest high school in the Diocese of Rockville Center,
St. Dominic has offered a value-centered Catholic education for young men and young women on
Long Island for nearly 100 years.
In 2019, Helping Hands has donated over $25,000 in tuition assistance to the students of
St. Dominic High School.
Awards went to the following students:
Anthony Sands, a senior from Seaford
Michael Micena, a freshman from Eastport
Michael Ippollitti, a freshman from Farmingdale
Meagan McAuliffe, a junior from East Norwich

Adventureland’s Helping Hands Foundation
www.HelpingHandsLI.org
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Upcoming Events

When you donate a toy on
March 21st or 22nd you get a
FREE POP band when you buy
a POP band at regular price!
Shop all year round with
Amazon Smile and Amazon will
donate .05% to our foundation!

Scholarship Applications
due May 8th!
When Mom donates a toy
on Mother's Day, Sunday May 10th,
she gets a FREE POP Band!

Scholarships Recipients notified!
Toys collected from opening day,
Mother’s Day & Father’s Day are
donated to Stony Brook Children’s
Hospital, the Ronald
McDonald House of Long Island ,
and Birthday Wishes!

ANNUAL V.I.P. NIGHT
FUNDRAISER,
FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 11, 2020!
Join us for a night of
unlimited rides, unlimited
food, and unlimited fun!
Please call us at
631-694-6868 to purchase tickets.
Adventureland’s Helping Hands Foundation
2245 Broadhollow Road
Farmingdale, NY 11735
www.HelpingHandsLI.org

Order a brick in April to see it at
the park by the end
of the summer!
Tickets go on sale for our
V.I.P. Night Fundraiser on
September 11, 2020

When Dad donates a toy
on Father’s Day, Sunday June 21st,
he gets a FREE POP Band!
Sponsorship Opportunity deadlines
approaching for
V.I.P. Night Fundraiser on

September 11, 2020

Ride the Turbulence Roller
Coaster and the new Rattlesnake
Coaster for free when you make a
donation of School Supplies on
August 16th!
National Book Lover’s Day
is Aug. 9th!
Bring a book to the park to save on
P.O.P. Bands!

Coats collected through our Coats
for a Cause Program are donated
to the Long Island Coalition for
the Homeless!
Make a $5 donation and take
home a pumpkin during
Pumpkin Park 2020! Funds will
be used towards our food drive!
When you donate canned food
Oct. 31st or Nov. 1st you get a
FREE POP band when you buy a
POP band at regular price!

14

The Life & Legacy of Vivian & Tony Gentile
Adventureland has been a Long Island institution since 1962; providing a safe place for generations of families to spend time together and
to make memories has been the goal of the
Farmingdale amusement park since its inception. Although many Long Islanders are familiar with the park’s classic rides, tasty treats
and annual traditions like Pumpkin Park and
fundraising nights, only few were lucky enough
to know one of the men behind the Adventureland we know and love.
Tony Gentile was many things; a risk-taking businessman, an apprenticed butcher, a New Yorker
from Brooklyn just to name a few. However, first and foremost, he was a family man. The father of
five, grandfather of seventeen, married Vivian, the love of his life, after they met in business
school. Tony began a lifelong journey into the business world, with nothing but the support of
Vivian, his family, and his friends. His first job was as a butcher in Brooklyn. By the time he and
Vivian were young parents, Tony and his two younger brothers eventually outgrew the small
butcher store they worked in and decided to pursue the opportunities in the Brooklyn meat
market. However, the grueling hours and the long commute were hard on Tony and Vivian and
their five young children. Those issues coupled with the changing atmosphere of the meat industry,
prompted Tony and his brother Johnny to answer an ad in the paper that read “Fast Food Restaurant For Sale at a Local Amusement Park.” Along with their dear friends and business partners,
Peter Amoruso and Dominic Cosola, this partnership purchased what is now the Adventureland
Restaurant in the late 1970s. Despite having limited experience in the restaurant industry, the
foursome knew they had what it takes to run a successful business together.
Tony always said that a man is only successful when he can count on the support of his wife, and
so with Vivian by his side, Tony was able to use his background in accounting to run and operate
the financial end of the restaurant, while Johnny and Pete oversaw the day to day operations of the
business and staff. In the early 1980s the opportunity arose to expand their involvement and
invest in the running of the entire amusement park. The situation of the park was as grim as when
the four-man partnership took over the restaurant. They decided this was a rare but wonderful
opportunity; the restaurant had turned into a healthy business and they knew they were good
partners. It was decided that Tony would manage the park, and Johnny and Peter would run the
restaurant.

Continued Page 15
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The Life & Legacy of Vivian & Tony Gentile
Continued from Page 14

Fast forward to the 1990s; Adventureland established itself
as a local landmark with new and innovative rides, live music and new games. During this time Tony and his team created community events like Pumpkin Park, designated as a
safe Halloween event for Long Island families, developed
philanthropic relationships with local nonprofits like The
Helen Keller School and became more and more involved
with community groups like Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts and
Nassau-Suffolk
Services for Autism. The Adventureland
team decides to take on new business ventures in family entertainment, and with the help of long time associates Chip
Cleary and Udo Stork, they built Splish Splash and Bullwinkle’s (now Boomers), both of which were sold in 1999.

Front: Steve Gentile, Vivian Gentile, Paul Gentile
Back: Anthony Gentile, Valerie Eger, Chris Gentile

Tony Gentile left behind a legacy that millions of Long Islanders continue to be a part of today; a
legacy possible because of the support of his wife, Vivian, and their family. Adventureland, Splish
Splash and Bullwinkle’s/Boomers were founded on the ideals of family fun close to home. Vivian and
Tony’s philanthropy in the Long Island community continues through Adventureland and the Helping Hands Foundation. Today, Vivian and the children and grandchildren of the successful partnership are moving Adventureland forward and continue to bring the local landmark to the next level
of Long Island family fun.
Tony was a successful businessman because he took chances and trusted in the honesty of people,
but he was a great businessman because he was driven to succeed for the benefit of his family,
friends and the community. The support and encouragement Tony received from his wife Vivian
was the driving force of not only his career, but of his life. Her faith in him allowed him to take
risks, explore business opportunities, and become the man he wanted to be. Tony and Vivian both
wanted to give back to the community and people that supported their dreams. Tony and Vivian’s
drive, passion, and integrity are what the Helping Hands Foundation Scholarship recipients
embody.

The Family of Tony Gentile
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Mission Statement
Helping Hands is the non-profit branch of
L.I. Adventureland that supports the
Long Island community in increasing
awareness about local issues,
supporting local initiatives, and
providing educational resources for community residents.

Register and donate online at HelpingHandsLI.org
Annual V.I.P. Night Family & Friends Event
September 11, 2020
V.I.P. Reservation
V.I.P. Access for 30 Guests: ____ x $2,500 ………..$__________
Individual Access...………... ____ x $125………….$__________

*Access includes unlimited
rides, food, and fun!

*V.I.P. Night 2020 Sponsorship Opportunities—
Please email Caitlin@HelpingHandsLI.org or call 631-694-6868

You can help us reach our goals!
____ Commemorative Brick ($100/brick)
___ Donation to the Vivian & Tony Gentile
____ Planter Name Plate ($500/Name Plate)
Scholarship Program
____ Carousel Horse Name Plate ($1,000/Name Plate)
___ Donation supporting our annual goods drives

Name:_______________________________________Company:__________________________________
Address:____________________________________ City/State/Zip:_______________________________
Phone: _______________________Email:_____________________________________________________
____ Check enclosed made payable to “Adventureland's Helping Hands Foundation”
____Please charge my: ____Visa ____ MasterCard ____Discover ____Amex
Card #:_______________________________ Expiration Date______ Security Code______
Signature:_____________________________________________
Please return this form with payment to:
The Helping Hands Foundation
2245 Broadhollow Road
Farmingdale, NY 11735

